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Filed for intro on  04/28/98

HOUSE RESOLUTION 217
By  Turner (Ham)

A RESOLUTION concerning the children and family affairs
committee.

WHEREAS, in January 1997, during the organizational session of the One-Hundredth

General Assembly, the Honorable James O. "Jimmy" Naifeh of Tipton County, Speaker of the

House of Representatives, made legislative history by creating the first standing committee of

the Tennessee General Assembly and the House of Representatives pertaining exclusively to

children and families; and

WHEREAS, Speaker Naifeh again made legislative history by appointing Representative

Brenda Kaye Turner of Hamilton County to serve as Chair of the Children and Family Affairs

Committee: making Representative Turner the first female ever appointed as chair of a standing

committee of the Tennessee House of Representatives; and

WHEREAS, the first members of the newly created Committee on Children and Family

Affairs, appointed by Speaker Naifeh were: Representative Carol J. Chumney of Shelby County,

Vice-Chair; Representative John J. DeBerry, Jr. of Shelby County, Secretary; Representative

Sam Stratton Bone, Jr. of Wilson County; Representative Kathryn I. Bowers of Shelby County;

Representative Tommie F. Brown of Hamilton County; Representative Craig Fitzhugh of

Lauderdale County; Representative Mark Goins of Campbell County; Representative Beth

Halteman-Harwell of Davidson County; Representative Howard T. Kerr of Blount County;

Representative Mark L. Maddox of Weakley County; Representative Kim McMillan of
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Montgomery County; Representative Robert D. "Bob" Patton of Washington County;

Representative Larry Scroggs of Shelby County; and Representative L. Mike Williams of

Williamson County; and

WHEREAS, during the One-Hundredth General Assembly, the newly created committee

examined, considered and effectively addressed many difficult, complex bills concerning

juvenile justice, delinquency prevention, divorce, child custody, and child support: quickly

earning a reputation for thoroughness and fairness; and

WHEREAS, the committee conducted public hearings and inquiries on many issues

critical to the health, safety and welfare of Tennessee children and families; and

WHEREAS, the committee worked persistently and successfully to develop effective

lines of communication between the House of Representatives and the juvenile and family court

judges of Tennessee and between the House of Representatives and senior policymakers

within the department of children's services:  frontline judges and officials whose wisdom,

experience and expertise had not always been fully utilized in previous legislative sessions; and

WHEREAS, the diligence of the Children and Family Affairs Committee greatly benefited

and strengthed Tennessee children and families and served to ease the burden previously

placed upon the Judiciary Committee and other standing committees of this House; and

WHEREAS, like a colicky infant struggling to find its place in the world, the newly-birthed

committee sometimes caused distress and discomfort, (and maybe a few sleepless nights), for

its doting legislative father, Speaker Naifeh; and

WHEREAS, despite a few growing pains, it is now self-evident that this toddler can and

should continue to develop and will soon mature into a strapping, healthy young adolescent;

and

WHEREAS, the Children and Family Affairs Committee serves a vital function within this

General Assembly and state; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE-

HUNDREDTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That this body

hereby salutes and applauds Speaker Naifeh for his historic actions in creating and appointing

the Children and Family Affairs Committee and commends him for the patience and guidance

he provides:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this body hereby expresses its appreciation to the

first members of the Children and Family Affairs Committee, all of whom consistently served

with diligence, dedication and persistence throughout the One-Hundredth General Assembly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation to Speaker Naifeh and to each member of the Children and Family Affairs

Committee, with this final clause omitted from such copy.


